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ikin to British party organization, national and centralized.1
So, too, with the Communist Party. As a more absolutely
revolutionary body, its organization was tight and its discipline
strict. But despite its orthodox Marxist creed and its appeal to
the more extreme among industrial workers, French Commun-
ism is not purely the product of industrialism. Communism
was strong not only in the 'red belt' of the Paris working-class
suburbs and the industrial departments of the north-east, but
also in the centre (Cher and Allier) and in the south (Southern
Provence) which are agricultural, and strongest of all in the
completely rural area of Lot-et-Garonne in the south-west.
Andre Siegfried has suggested that it there signifies ered Re-
publicanism' rather than strict Marxism, and that discontented
peasant proprietors who voted Communist should be regarded
as a sort of'Irish Group', voting extremist on principle regard-
less of the ideology involved. It seems probable that the experi-
ence of active resistance between 1940 and 1944, sometimes led
locally by the Communist Party, may have still further ex-
tended this peculiar appeal of the most extreme of all Left-wing
parties in France. No Communist Deputy held office during the
Third Republic: and only in 1944 did two Communist represen-
tatives take ministerial office in the Provisional Government.2
The excessive individualism and 'non-conformity' of French
politics found expression not only in this complex spectrum of
organized parties, but in the immense number of splinters
which existed between these broad blocs of opinion. Small
bands of independents or free-lance Deputies abounded in
every Chamber. Lacking any wider party discipline, they re-
shuffled, bargained and voted as they pleased, and owed
allegiance only to the constituents who had returned them to
parliament. Once again, local and particularist interests found
1 On the S.F.I.O. and the C.G.T., see above, Chapter II, pp. 47-
51, and J. H. Jackson: Jean Jaures, passim. On the modern policy of
the C.G.T. see Leon Jouhaux: La C.G.T. (1937); Robert Bothereau:
Histoire du Syndicalisme Franpais (1945).
2 Cf. A. Siegfried: op. cit.5 pp. 169-70; E. Berl: op. cit., pp. 87-
100; and the naturally favourable description in Maurice Thorez:
France To-day and the People's Front (1936).